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AGENDA 
 

Santa Cruz County Law Library  

Board of Trustees 
 

August Regular Meeting 
August 18, 2026 

Santa Cruz County Law Library, Room 070 

5:00 pm 

 

1.0 Meeting and Organization 

1.1 Establish Quorum 
 

2.0 Public Comment 
 

3.0 Oral Communication 

3.1 Service Statistics for April, May, June, & July 
3.2 Scrabble 2026 
3.3 Librarian’s Report 

4.0 Consent Agenda  
4.1 Approval of Report of Disbursements May through August 

4.2 Approval of April Minutes  
 

5.0 Regular Agenda 

5.1 Approval of Fiscal Year 2026-2027 Final Budget 
5.2 130th Anniversary party 

5.3 Friends of the Library formation discussion – continued 
5.4 Additional meetings 

 

6.0 Future Meetings  
6.1 October 20, 2026 

 

7.0 Adjourn 
 

Notice to the public:  

The public has the right to comment on any item listed on the regular meeting agenda 

before or during the consideration of that item.  When a member of the public raises an 

issue, which has not yet come before the board, the item may be discussed but no action 

may be taken at the meeting.   

 

The meeting facilities are accessible to persons with disabilities.  Requests for interpretive 

services, assistive listening devices or other considerations may be made through the Santa 

Cruz County Law Library either in person at the address above or by phone at (831) 420-

2205. 

Materials related to any item on this agenda will be available prior to the meeting at the Law 

Library during normal business hours. 
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Agenda Item 3.2 
 

Service Statistics
 

April 2026  
(22 open days) 

 
In-person: 689 

Phone calls: 101 
Emails: 120 

 
June 2026  

(21 open days) 
 

In-person: 485 

Phone calls: 89 
Emails: 71  

 

 

April 2025 
(22 open days) 

 
In-person: 603 

Phone calls: 139 
Emails: 100 

 
June 2025  

(21 open days) 
 

In-person: 506 

Phone calls: 110 
Emails: 66 

 

 

May 2026 
(20 open days) 

 
In-person: 521 

Phone calls: 87 
Emails: 98 

 
July 2026  

(22 open days) 
 

In-person: 524 

Phone calls: 83 
Emails: 76 

 

 

May 2025 
(20 open days) 

 
In-person: 605 

Phone calls: 129 
Emails: 59 

 
July 2025  

(22 open days) 
 

In-person: 506 

Phone calls: 118 
Emails: 41 
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In-person 603 605 506 506 564 609 595 415 424 587 550 596 689 521 485 524
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Agenda Item 3.2 

SCRABBLE 2026 

We raised $2,525 and had 19 participants.  

 

Agenda Item 4.1 

 

Vendor Invoice Date Invoice Number Summary Amount Due 

Alliant 
Insurance 
Services Inc. 06/08/2026 10187676 APIP (SPIP) Renewal Invoice $3,198.34 

CalPERS 04/01/2026 100000018255426 Unfunded Accrued Liability  $5,339.50 

CalPERS 05/01/2026 100000018286139 Unfunded Accrued Liability  $5,339.50 

CalPERS 06/01/2026 100000018312431 Unfunded Accrued Liability  $5,339.50 

CalPERS 07/01/2026 100000018342696 Unfunded Accrued Liability  $5,180.42 

CalPERS 08/01/2026 100000018377496 Unfunded Accrued Liability  $5,180.42 

CEB 04/08/2026 IN00554079 
Practice Under the California 
Environmental Quality Act  $591.33 

CEB 04/22/2026 IN00565365 
Advising California Employers and 
Employees $698.89 

CEB 04/24/2026 IN00566533 California Landlord–Tenant Practice $564.99 

CEB 04/28/2026 IN00569816 
California Trial Practice: Civil 
Procedure During Trial $689.01 

CEB 04/29/2026 IN00570314 
Debt Collection Practice in 
California $488.17 

CEB 04/29/2026 IN00570360 
Neighbor Disputes: Law and 
Litigation $391.59 

CEB 04/29/2026 IN00570521 
California Child Custody Litigation 
and Practice $347.69 

CEB 04/30/2026 IN00571284 California Law of Contracts $442.07 

CEB 05/13/2026 IN00578887 California Conservatorship Practice $510.12 

CEB 05/18/2026 IN00582805 California Decedent Estate Practice $635.23 

CEB 05/26/2026 IN00587739 
California Administrative 
Mandamus $467.32 

CEB 05/28/2026 IN00589257 
California Criminal Law Procedure 
and Practice $599.02 

CEB 06/04/2026 IN00592807 California Civil Appellate Practice $514.51 

CEB 06/16/2026 IN00601799 California Eviction Defense Manual $1,001.51 

CEB 06/04/2026 IN00592776 
California Elder Law Litigation: An 
Advocate’s Guide $457.44 

CEB 06/22/2026 IN00606097 
California Juvenile Dependency 
Practice  $428.90 

CEB 06/30/2026 IN00610483 California Civil Discovery Practice  $538.65 
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CEB 07/07/2026 IN00614370 
California Easements & Boundaries: 
Law and Litigation $466.22 

Cruzio 05/07/2026 B33987-158 
Internet (service dates 05/28–
06/27) $84.90 

Cruzio 06/07/2026 B33987-160 
Internet (service dates 06/28–
07/27) $84.90 

Cruzio 08/07/2026 B33987-163 
Internet (service dates 08/28–
09/27) $84.90 

Cruzio 07/07/2026 B33987-161 
Internet (service dates 07/28–
08/27) $84.90 

Ingram 
Library 
Services 02/27/2026 94843985 

Books: Matthews Social Security, 
Medicare & Government $25.74 

Ingram 
Library 
Services 05/07/2026 96451911 

Book: BRAY ILO — Get a Green 
Card 17/E  $35.33 

Ingram 
Library 
Services 06/11/2026 97238846 

Books: O’Neill Chapter 13 
Bankruptcy 18/E $35.33 

Matthew 
Bender / 
LexisNexis 05/01/2026 4555717K Lexis Digital Library subscription $2,644.35 

Matthew 
Bender / 
LexisNexis 06/01/2026 49466798 Lexis Digital Library subscription $2,723.54 

Matthew 
Bender / 
LexisNexis 06/01/2026 49466224 CA Official Reports Advance Sheets $44.94 

MBS 
Business 
Systems 06/01/2026 1009 

Library Portion of Copier Lease – 
Monthly Payment – 4/3/26–5/2/26 $433.11 

MBS 
Business 
Systems 06/01/2026 1010 

Library Portion of Copier Lease  – 
Monthly Payment – 5/3/26–6/2/26 $433.11 

MBS 
Business 
Systems 06/01/2026 1011 

Library Portion of Copier Lease – 
Monthly Payment – 6/3/26–7/2/26 $433.11 

MBS 
Business 
Systems 07/01/2026 1012 

Library portion of copier lease 
monthly payment for 7/3/26–
8/2/26 $433.11 

MBS 
Business 
Systems 07/01/2026 1014 

Library quarterly maintenance of 
copier $130.02 

MBS 
Business 
Systems 08/01/2026 1015 

Library portion of copier lease 
monthly payment for 8/3/26–
9/2/26 $433.11 

Staples 06/09/2026 6065931155 Supplies $159.17 
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Santa Cruz 
Superior 
Court 07/01/2026 179 

Library Services – Monthly Payment 
– July 2026 (FY26-27) $5,000.00 

West 
Publishing 04/01/2026 853400473 

Westlaw Subscription Charges 
(March 2026 usage) $2,003.70 

West 
Publishing 06/01/2026 853664373 

Westlaw Subscription Charges 
(May 2026 usage) $2,003.70 

West 
Publishing 07/01/2026 853786512 

Westlaw Subscription Charges 
(June 2026 usage) $2,003.70 

West 
Publishing 05/01/2026 853540283 

Westlaw Subscription Charges 
(April 2026 usage) $2,003.70 

West 
Publishing 06/01/2026 853731985 

West’s Print — Library Plan Charges 
(June 2026) $1,199.94 

West 
Publishing 05/01/2026 853610150 

West’s Print — Library Plan Charges 
(May 2026) $1,199.94 

West 
Publishing 07/01/2026 853856989 

West’s Print — Library Plan Charges 
(July 2026) $1,199.94 

West 
Publishing 08/01/2026 853912523 

Westlaw Subscription Charges (July 
2026 usage) $2,003.70 

    $66,332.23 
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AGENDA ITEM 4.2 
 

MINUTES – SANTA CRUZ COUNTY LAW LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

MINUTES REGULAR MEETING, FEBRUARY 17, 2026 

 

1.0 Meeting and Organization  

1.1 Establish Quorum Meeting called to order at 5:05 p.m. Present at the call to 
order: Jack Dilles, Cheryl Ferguson, Julia Hill, Eric Nelson, Judge Timothy 

Schmal, and Rae Spencer-Hill. Absent: Nancy Miller. Also, in attendance: 

Renee Fleming.  

1.2 Approve Agenda: No need to approve agenda -remove item 

2.0 Public Comment – NONE 

3.0 Oral Communication  

3.1 Nomination and Election of Board Officers for 2026 – Julia Hill will serve as 

President and Eric Nelson as Vice-President. 

3.2 Statistics on services were provided for the months of February & March. This 
year’s statistics were provided in contrast with last year’s. In February 2025 

we had 550 in-person visits. We assisted 164 phone callers and had 74 email 
exchanges of information. In February 2026 we had 550 in-person visits, 90 

phone calls, and 62 email exchanges of information. In March 2025 we had 
583 in-person visits, 126 phone calls, and 72 email exchanges of information. 
In March 2026 we had 550 in-person visits, 129 phone calls, and 74 email 

exchanges of information. 

3.3 Scrabble 2026 April 18, 2026 – discussion regarding needs for the day of the 

tournament. 

3.4 Librarian’s Report 

3.6.1 130th Anniversary party this year – Preliminary discussions about 
holding an open house on October 8th with a potential follow up 
date for individuals interested in starting a Friends Group. A 

subcommittee was formed for an anniversary party consisting of 
Rae Spencer-Hill and Jack Dilles. 

4.0 Consent Agenda – ACTION TAKEN: Motion to approve consent agenda 
M/S/C Ferguson/Spencer-Hill 6/0 

4.1 Approval of Report of Disbursements March & April 
4.2 Approval of February Minutes 

5.0 Regular Agenda 

5.1 Friends of the Library formation discussion – discussion on ideas of 
people who may be interested in spearheading, holding an event to showcase 
what the library does. Next steps to be discussed at our next meeting. A 

subcommittee was formed consisting of Rae Spencer-Hill, Eric Nelson, and 

Cheryl Ferguson. NO ACTION TAKEN  

5.2 Approval of Fiscal Year 2026-2027 Preliminary Budget – ACTION 
TAKEN Motion to approve the preliminary budget M/S/C Schmal/Dilles 

6/0 

 
Future Meetings: August 18, 2026 

Adjourned 6:19 p.m. 
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Agenda Item 5.1 

 
Final Budget Fiscal Year 2026-2027 

 

 

FY 25-26 Year 
End 

FY 26-27 
Preliminary YTD  FY 26-27  

INTEREST (on money in trust) $      6,386.23 $     3,000.00   $       520.44   $      5,000.00  

COURT FILING FEES (filing fee revenue) $ 187,620.00 $ 160,000.00   $  32,318.00   $ 193,900.00  

CLERK FEES (charges for packets) $         155.00 $         200.00   $          24.00   $          300.00  

COPY CHARGES $      1,864.05 $      3,000.00   $        314.95   $      3,000.00  

OTHER CHARGES SERVICES (misc) 

 
$      1,090.20 $      1,000.00   $        250.00   $      1,000.00  

CONTRIBUTIONS AND DONATIONS $      3,565.65 $       5,000.00   $        120.40  $      5,000.00  

OTHER REVENUE $      4,660.42 $    43,105.00   $                        $   29,105.00  

 $ 205,341.55 $ 215,305.00   $   33,547.79  $ 237,305.00  

 
 

   

TELEPHONE - NON TELECOM 1099 $     1,018.80 $     1,300.00   $          169.80   $      1,300.00  

OTHER INSURANCE $     3,341.79 $     7,000.00   $        3198.34  $      7,000.00  

MAINT-OFFICE EQUIPMENT-SERVICES $     5,535.20 $     5,700.00   $          572.13  $      5,700.00  

MEMBERSHIPS $        110.00 $        515.00   $                   -                $          515.00  

MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSE-SERVICES 

 
$        240.00 $        300.00   $                   -     $          300.00  

POSTAGE $        332.39 $         300.00   $              7.11   $          300.00  

SUPPLIES $     1,877.44 $     2,000.00   $                   -     $      3,000.00  

PROF & SPECIAL SERV-OTHER $ 103,745.00 $ 113,000.00   $    26,088.83   $ 124,000.00  

SPECIAL MISC EXPENSE-SERVICES $                   -    $                   -     $                   -    $                   -    

SECURITY SERVICES $                   -    $         190.00   $                   -     $          190.00  

SUBSCRIPTIONS BOOKS  $  83,393.20 $   85,000.00   $    10,774.99   $   95,000.00  

TRAVEL $                   -    $                   -     $                   -    $                   -    

 
$ 199,595.82 $ 215,305.00   $   40,811.20   $  237,305.00  

 

 
AGENDA ITEM 5.2 

 
130th Anniversary Party 

 

In April we discussed holding a 130th Anniversary Celebration in October. A late afternoon 
open house/reception was proposed with a potential date of October 8. 

 
 
AGENDA ITEM 5.3 

 
Friends Group Formation Discussion 

 
Trustees Cheryl Ferguson and Julia Hill developed collaboratively the following document 
to help address questions from potential recruits. 
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Invitation to Participate in Formation of a Non-profit Library Foundation/Friends Group for 

the Santa Cruz County Law Library 
 

Although the Law Library has been providing access to legal materials in Santa Cruz 
County for over 130 years, many residents don’t know about this valuable resource and 
are surprised to learn that access is free to the general public. The library offers access to 

over 11,000 hardcopy volumes of legal publications as well as in house internet access to 
online resources. The library provides comprehensive information packets that include 

essential Judicial Council of California forms for a wide range of court actions. These 
packets are designed to help navigate through a system of legal procedures that can 
seem confusing and unforgiving to people outside the legal profession.  

 
The establishment of the Santa Cruz County Law Library was originally authorized under 

an Act to Establish County Law Libraries, which enabled counties to create law libraries by 
ordinance. Today, we are governed by the State of California’s Business & Professions 
Code. Despite our vital role in providing legal access and resources to the community, we 

receive no State or County funding. Instead, over 90% of the library’s funding comes from 
civil filing fees: 

 
Case Type   Filing Fee  Allocation to Law Library  

Unlimited Jurisdiction    $435       $35 
Limited Jurisdiction     $225-370       $12 
Small Claims      $30-$75         $2 

 
The library also accepts gracious donations and sponsorships, and holds an annual 

Scrabble Tournament fundraising event in the Spring.  
Starting in approximately late 2009/early 2010, there has been a trending decrease in the 
number of civil actions filed in California, and more specifically, in Santa Cruz County 

Superior Court. This decrease has, in turn, resulted in significantly less funds allocated to 
the law library.  In each of the last 3 fiscal years, the library was fortunate to receive a 

Mutual Aid Grant through the Council of California County Law Librarians which helped to 
stave off otherwise necessary cancellation of some of the library’s legal publication 
subscription contracts. Unfortunately, research and discussions concerning the current 

political and fiscal climate suggest that the library cannot count on additional grant awards 
in the near future. With this loss of sufficient funding, the library will likely have to reduce 

its services, service hours, inventory of legal publications and take other cost-cutting 
measures. 
 

Unless… 
 

What if there were a handful of people who believe in the importance of preserving free 
access to legal materials and information about the Court’s legal procedures, enough to 
help create a non-profit Foundation or “Friends of” group to help provide financial support 

for the Santa Cruz County Law Library?  
 

What if these people were willing and able to work together through the formative steps 
of this start-up project, such as: 

• Determining the library’s funding needs; 
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• Working with an advising attorney to determine and meet the legal requirements 

for establishing a non-profit corporation and obtaining tax exempt status; 

• Opening a bank account and establish an accounting period and methods; 

• Determining the size and organizational structure of the non-profit corporation; 

• Identifying, recruiting and involving dedicated community members to raise funds 

and increase awareness of the library and its services; 

• Developing a long-term fundraising plan? 

Are you willing to be one of these heroic people who will design, build and cultivate an 
organization that recognizes, promotes and protects the Santa Cruz County Law Library’s 

ongoing mission to empower litigants and learners – regardless of legal education or 
experience – with free access to legal materials and information? 

If so, we need you and we are excited to invite you to be a founding member of this 
important project. 
 

Below is information gathered by Trustee Julia Hill – previously presented at our March 
2025 meeting: 

LAW LIBRARY OVERVIEW OF 501(c)(3) ENTITY 
 
I. CREATION 

a. Request federal EIN, form SS-4 
b. Form 1023-EZ, plus filing fees of $275 (2-4 weeks processing time) 

c. Form 3500(A) CA FTB 
d. Articles of Incorporation (filed with CA SoS) 
e. CA Statement of Information (CA SoS) within 90 days of incorporation 

(form SI-100) 
f. CA AG Registry of Charities within 30 days of assets (form CT-1) 

g. Bylaws 
II. GOVERNANCE 

a. Board separate from Law Library board 

b. Need a volunteer to lead (president, chair, etc.) and handle admin tasks 
c. Bylaws required for tax exempt status 

d. No public meeting/agenda requirements; no requirements that board meet 
more than once per year 

e. Donations disbursed exclusively based on Friends’ bylaws/policies; MOU can be 
in place between Friends and Library to describe: 

i. Library requests for financial assistance 

ii.Friends’ prioritization of requests 
iii. Library can accept or decline gifts 

III. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 
a. Annual Federal Tax Form 990 
b. Annual CA Exempt Organization Return 

c. Annual CA Treasurer’s Report (form CT-TR-1) 
IV. FRIENDS OF THE SANTA CRUZ PUBLIC LIBRARIES 

a. Include chapters for County public libraries Aptos, Scotts Valley, etc. 
i. Could we be another chapter? 
ii. Sarah Beck, Executive Director 

b. Might be valuable to contact those smaller Friends orgs for details on 
governance, vendors (tax preparers, etc.), board member responsibilities 
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Toolkits: 

Attorney General’s Guide for Charities 
https://www.oag.ca.gov/system/files/media/Guide%20for%20Charities.pdf 

Libraries Need Friends: Starting a Friends Group, 2012, Sally Gardner Reed, former 
Executive Director, United for Libraries 
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:0a22479e-05a5-47d6-933c-087dc6d48e19 

Branch Friends Q and A, 
https://oaklandlibrary.org/wpcontent/uploads/sites/100/2021/08/How-to-Support-

Library-Friends-Groups-ATT-B.pdf 
 
 

https://www.oag.ca.gov/system/files/media/Guide%20for%20Charities.pdf
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:0a22479e-05a5-47d6-933c-087dc6d48e19
https://oaklandlibrary.org/wpcontent/uploads/sites/100/2021/08/How-to-Support-Library-Friends-Groups-ATT-B.pdf
https://oaklandlibrary.org/wpcontent/uploads/sites/100/2021/08/How-to-Support-Library-Friends-Groups-ATT-B.pdf

